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Jones: Post Office moved to Hidgon’s Store in 1891
➣Continued from B1 

26, 1890, until June 10, 
1891, when Chestnut Gap 
mail was again rerouted 
through the Higdon’s 
Store post office (we 
learned these were about 
two miles apart in dis-
tance). The McKinneys 
again reopened Chestnut 
Gap, with John A. McK-
inney the postmaster (De-
cember 28, 1892 – June 
22, 1893) when James R. 
McKinney again resumed 
the title of postmaster. Ev-
idently a long period with 
postmaster McKinney 
ensued until May 18, 1932 
when Ernest C. McKinney 
became Chestnut Gap’s 
postmaster.

Chestnut Gap was dis-
continued after it’s long 
and somewhat changeable 
history, getting closing 
orders on October 4, 
1937, with mail going 

again through Higdon’s 
Store office. Final order 
for routing of Chestnut 
Gap mail came February 
24, 1941 when that mail 
was to go through the 
Blue Ridge post office. 
Recall that Chestnut Gap 
was an important stop on 
the road from Copperhill/
McCaysville to Ellijay. 
The McKinney Mill was 
in operation there for over 
100 years. A store, a saw-
mill, and a boarding house 
operated there. It was an 
important site in early 
Fannin History. Colonel 
Michael McKinney, a son 
of James McKinney, is 
noted as one of the found-
ers of the town of Blue 
Ridge (by an act passed 
in the Georgia Legislature 
October 24, 1887).

Another Post Office 
of note in the Colwell 
District was the Higdon’s 
Store post office, founded 

much later than Chestnut 
Gap. Its first postmaster 
was Reese S. Higdon who 
was appointed February 
4, 1888. It was indicated 
in the records as “the late 
Chestnut Gap, although 
we note in the record of 
Chestnut Gap as a post 
office, it did operate again 
after 1888. Other post-
masters, in order, from 
the first, Reese S. Higdon, 
were: William T. Higdon, 
July 31, 1889; John T. 
Deering, December 14, 
1896; Samuel N. Higdon, 
January 30, 1905; Wil-
liam T. Higdon (again) 
February 10, 1909; Delia 
Higdon, September 18, 
1914; Joseph B. Johnson, 
acting, January 31, 1934, 
confirmed, November 26, 
1934; Mamie M. Jones, 
acting, February 8, 1935, 
confirmed July 17, 1935. 
“Store” was dropped and 
the name became Higdon 

on May 18, 1950 to be in 
effect from July 1, 1950. 
The last postmaster to 
serve at Higdon was Mrs. 
Bettly L. Postell, Novem-
ber 30, 1960, until Hig-
don was closed April 28, 
1961 and the mail routed 
through Blue Ridge some-
times noted “to Higdon In-
dependent Rural Station.”

Other post offices were 
opened for periods of time 
in the Colwell District, but 
space precludes their list-
ing now other than names, 
Cad and Oasis. Early post 
offices were oftentimes 
located at community 
stores and/or mills to make 
it more convenient for 
people to get their mail 
while they did milling or 
trading. Examination of 
early Fannin history shows 
us that early towns and 
villages, as well as post 
offices, were not too far 
from the Toccoa River and 

smaller streams in Fannin. 
The streams also provided 
water power to turn the 
corn and grain mills, and it 
seemed to not be unusual 
for the mill keeper/store-
keeper to also apply to be 
the community postmas-
ter. Information-gathering 
rather than the meager 
mail that came were also 
given at the post offices: 
news from “outside” the 
community and welfare 
and state-of-health of 
community citizens were 
exchanged. The local post 
office, then, was often 
the source for mail from 
kinsfolks who had moved 
away from the county, as 
well as news by-word-of 
mouth from friends and 
neighbors.

I found an interesting 
note in post office histo-
ry that gummed postage 
stamps were first used 
by the U.S. post office 

department July 1, 1847. 
Local postmasters, prior 
to that time, had to write 
on the envelope, “paid” 
to indicate money had 
been submitted for the 
mailing. Records, reports 
and remittances to the 
post office department 
had to be made monthly. 
It was necessary, then, 
that anyone applying to 
be a postmaster had to be 
adept at reading, writing 
and commuting in order to 
pass the test to become an 
approved postmaster.

•
Ethelene Jones is a re-

tired educator, free-lance 
writer, author, poet and 
editor of “Facets of Fan-
nin: A History of Fannin 
County, Ga.” She may be 
contacted at edj0513@
windstream.net or at (478) 
453-8751 or by mail at 
1708 Cedarwood Road, 
Milledgeville, Ga., 31061.

Valentine’s Day is 
almost here and if 
you are like me, 

you are frantically trying 
to decide what to give a 
loved one. But before you 
decide, please put some 
thought into your choice.

But first, did you know 
that the occasion actually 
started back during the 
Roman Empire? The poet 
Chaucer changed the per-
ception with flowery po-
etry and turned it into one 
of the most popular days 
to give flowers. There is a 
lot of symbolism around 
the type, color and number 
of flowers that are given, 
but rather than going into 
all that, I want to provide 
you with some ideas about 
the types of flowers to give 
and how flowers should be 
cared for.

Roses are the most popu-
lar flower given for Valen-
tine’s Day, but did you re-
alize that tulips are the sec-
ond most popular? Don’t 
rule out giving a live plant 
(or even a potted flower-
ing plant) that can be kept 
indoors and/or moved 
outside once the weath-
er warms up. I like live 
plants because they can be 
enjoyed all year, not just 
on this special day, but an 
avid gardener might sim-
ply enjoy a gardening gift. 
Below are a few guidelines 
which will make live flow-
ers last longer.

Water is vital. Keep the 
vase or floral foam soaked 
with water at all times. 
Add fresh water daily and 
use warm water as this 
speeds uptake. If the water 
turns cloudy, replace it im-
mediately with fresh water. 
If possible, re-cut rose 
stems every day by remov-
ing one to two inches. Use 
a sharp knife and if at all 
possible, this cut should 
be made under water and 
at an angle as this allows 
the stem to draw in water 
instead of air.

Keep Valentine’s flowers 
cool. Warm temperatures 
shorten the life of the 

Thought needed for making 
Valentine’s Day decision
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Potted plants and bulbs 
are also a popular gift. 
Like arrangements, keep 
potted flowering plants in 
a cool location and avoid 
heat drafts or dry air to 
make the color last longer. 
Most indoor plants will re-
quire even a little moisture 
so check the soil daily and 
add water if the soil is dry 
to the touch, but do not let 
the plants stand in water.

If you have any ques-
tions, contact me in the 
Gilmer County UGA Ex-
tension office. 

Eddie Ayers is the Coun-
ty Extension Agent in Fan-
nin and Gilmer counties.

 

blooms. Avoid direct sun-
light and heating vents. 
Did you know that warm 
air from ceiling fans will 
cause the flowers to fade? 
So avoid a down draft. 
Appliances like TV’s and 
computers also give off 
heat causing the flowers to 
dry out.

Use a floral trick for 
wilted or droopy flowers. 
If the flowers start to wilt, 
remove the stem from the 
arrangement and re-cut the 
stem. Next, submerge the 
entire flower in warm wa-
ter. Leave it in the water 
for one to two hours. This 
treatment should perk the 
flowers up and extend its 
life for a couple of more 
days. This trick works 
well for cut roses.

Take special care of 
flowers wrapped in paper 
or a box. If you give loose 
stems of flowers, keep 
them cool as long as possi-
ble before delivering them 
to your loved one. If you 
receive loose stem flowers, 
fill a clean vase with water 
and add flower food from 
a florist. Follow packet in-
structions for mixing. Be-
fore placing the stems in 
the vase, remove all foli-
age that will be below the 
waterline because leaves 
in water promote bacterial 
growth which decreases 
the life of the flowers. 
Re-cutting the stems under 
water with a sharp knife is 
recommended before plac-
ing in the vase.

The Voices Of Hope Evangelistic Team ministered in song at the Blue Ridge Rally for 
Life which was held Saturday, January 19, in the parish hall at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church. This year was the 10th year in which Blue Ridge has gathered for the Rally 
for Life, joining other rallies and marches throughout the United States and Canada. 
The Rally was co-hosted by the Greater Copper Basin Ministerial Association and the 
Blue Ridge Knights of Columbus. Team members include, from left, Sandy Schubert, 
Jerry Carpenter, Pastor T Reamsnyder and Jeanette Carpenter. The team has also 
ministered at recent Awake America Prayer meetings and at Cameron Hall Assisted 
Living Center in Ellijay.

A Fannin County Mid-
dle School official said 
last week seventh grader, 
Blake Davis, was named to 
the 2nd nine weeks Honor 
Roll. 

FCMS names
Blake Davis
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The News Observer thanks their sponsors for participating in this year’s 
Newspaper in Education program. Their support makes it possible for 

students and educators to use The News Observer in classroom 
activities which help build literacy and essential life skills.  
The results of a good reading habit can last a lifetime.  
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NOTICE
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The Blue Ridge Planning Commission will meet  
March 5th, 2019. 

The Board will hear a request to rezone parcel BR02-
258 from R1 (Low Density Residential) to R3 High 
Density Residential). The applicant is Russ Stevenson.

The subject property is described as Land Lot 279 8th 
District 2nd Section (BR02-258) located on 65 Depot 
Street, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

The hearing will be held at 6:00 pm, at Blue Ridge City 
Hall, 480 West First Street. 

 Any opponent to the request shall file a written 
disclosure statement concerning political contributions 
made to any member of the Council or Mayor of the City 
of Blue Ridge. This disclosure shall be filed with the City 
Clerk a minimum of (5) days prior to the hearing.

Any questions should be directed to the Zoning 
Department, 706-632-2091. 
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